
After my first retreat (in 2016) I immediately marked the dates in my 2017 
calendar.  As soon as the Great Fast began this year, I looked forward to 
my time together my fellow League of Ukrainian Catholics at this year’s re-
treat.  This special weekend gives us an opportunity to participate in struc-
tured prayers that are rarely offered in our parish (Akathist to the Mother of 
God and Morning Psalms, for instance).  The educational aspect, with Msgr 
Appleyard was especially deep this year as we explored how the culture 
and life of Israel in the Exodus should frame our understanding of The 
Christ.  One of the best moments for me this year was the ability to receive 
three Mysteries in one day; Confession, Holy Communion, and the Anoint-
ing with Holy Oil.  The reception of Anointing, a Mystery we might not oth-
erwise have the opportunity to receive, is an especially beautiful rite when 
we participate in it communally.  I recall praying for each individual as he 
or she opened their palms and received this special grace.  It’s a touching 
few moments – words cannot adequately capture the experience!  

In addition to prayers, catechesis, and the reception of Mysteries, we en-
joyed fellowship over delicious food served by the lovely Sister Servants of 
Mary Immaculate who open their beautiful retreat house doors to us warmly 
each year.  It’s not an exaggeration to say that as I drove up the long lane 
past the grotto, I could feel myself relax.  In a strange way, even after only 
two years of attending these retreats, opening the side door into the retreat 
house somehow feels like I am going “home” … a place warm, familiar and filled 
with the best people imaginable.   I plan to return every year. (Andrea Neagle) 
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Christ 
is Risen! 
 

Indeed, 
He is Risen! 
 

 

The thoughts of retreatants: 
 

For me the retreat was peaceful, educational and helped me to re-
charge spiritually. I really enjoyed examining the book of Exodus 
at a deeper level. Thank you to Monsignor, the LUC and the Sis-

ters for a beautiful weekend. (Marcia Bolesky) 
 

I was introduced to the retreat in 2015 for the first time and WOW, 
it was life changing! It was exactly what I was missing in my life. The 
retreat is held at precisely the right time of the year as we are pre-
paring for Pasha through the Great Fast.  Thank you to Msgr. Ap-
pleyard who explored the book of Exodus and how it relates to Holy 
Week. The Sisters at St. Mary’s Retreat and the LUC Team Members 
welcomed us with open hearts as we found ourselves home again. 

 

I had a great time at the retreat. I gained knowledge of the religion, 
as well as how it reflects on my life. It allowed me to do some soul-
searching which I so needed. 

  

I love that we are able to get together for 2 days and discuss the 
topics together. I feel the group of teachers at St John’s have a spe-
cial connection because of the retreat. 

  

Thank you to everyone involved in the weekend. 
Everyone made it enjoyable. 

 

Our lectures, prayers, liturgies and receiving Communion,  
Confession and the very special Anointing of the Sick  

are not to be missed 
 
 
 

Presentation of the League of Ukrainian Catholics  
Organization to Faithful in Bethlehem, PA 

 

 
LUC National President, Marion Hrubec, 

Addresses Bethlehem PA Group 
 

On Sunday, April 10, 2016, National Board officers Marion C. 
Hrubec and Helen Fedoriw of the League of Ukrainian Catholics vis-
ited the parish of St. Josaphat, Bethlehem, PA along with the organ-
izing member Gene Luciw of the newly chartered St. John Paul the 
II Lehigh/Delaware Valley Council for a presentation to the parish-
ioners on the League of Ukrainian Catholics and its role in the 
Church and its focus on the “Vibrant Parish” program established 
within the Metropolia.  

 

 
Gene Luciw, Msgr Peter Waslo, Fr Dan Gurovich and Marion Hrubec 
 

Mr. Gene Luciw opened the presentation and discussion with a 
brief history of the League as it was established as the organization 
to engage the youth of our Ukrainian Church to socialize, learn and 
grow in the faith of our forefathers.  Gene then introduced Marion 
Hrubec, National President of the League for a brief talk on the need 

for the League to be established within the parishes of the Metropo-
lia.  As she stated, the entire Church has been challenged by our 
Patriarch Sviatoslav to become more engaged, more involved in our 
parishes and in the Church as a whole. The work of the League has 
been to bring the faithful together in both Spiritual and Social activ-
ities throughout the parishes of the Metropolia. It has encouraged 
membership from all parishes within the four Eparchies.   

The League of Ukrainian Catholics was the original “vibrant par-
ish” organization and is looking to grow within our parishes, to be-
come active, alive communities.  The purposes of the League as 
outlined in the LUC Constitution meet and coincide with His Beati-
tude’s directives. It is our place to combine these and become active 
members living these commitments, working with our clergy and 
Hierarchy to create and become an alive church, not one that merely 
exists. Marion explained that through membership in the League, 
know that the work you are doing in your parish is being carried out 
by others in their respective parishes and through the League you 
can network with these people, share your experiences, learn from 
one another and build a greater, vibrant active and alive Church. We 
must not be mediocre in our Faith.  

During the Sobor of 2014, Archbishop Stefan Soroka noted 
that…”the spiritual well-being and growth of our Ukrainian Catholic 
Church is of uppermost importance. … greater initiative at various 
levels of the Archeparchy will be needed; … He directs us to  “just 
do it” – choose to do something in the parish to enliven it, involve 
yourself and your pastor and other like-minded people and entrust 
yourself in prayer to Jesus Christ as you choose to “Let’s just do 
it!” ! 

Here is where active membership in the parish and in an organi-
zation helps to guide you, to engage you in the life of your parish, 
your Protopresbyterate (Deanery) and the entire Church. Be the 
force behind the programs, initiate activity.  Consider membership 
in the League of Ukrainian Catholics of America. Consider forming 
a parish Chapter and joining that Chapter to the newly formed St. 
John Paul II Council or to already established local Councils. 

 

 
Gene Luciw, Marion Hrubec and Connie Postupack 

 

LUC  ACTION 
League of Ukrainian Catholics  Spring 2017 
Л і ґ а   У к р а ї н ц і в   К а т о л и к і в   В есна 2017 

HONORING OUR  PAST EDITOR OF THE  ACTION   
  H A R R Y  V.   M A K A R    

    PAST NATIONAL BOARD PRESIDENT   

This retreat is a MUST for everyone. 
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 



During the coffee social that followed, Marion was re-connected 
with Connie Postupack, daughter of Mr. Stephen Postupack, former 
National Board President, who is a member of the parish.  

A thank you to pastor, Rev. Dan Gurovich for the hospitality and 
to Msgr. Peter Waslo who joined us for the presentation . Msgr. 
Waslo is the Protopresbyter (Dean) for the Lehigh and Delaware Val-
ley and is working with Mr. Luciw in the establishment of an active 
Council. 

 
ST. NICHOLAS PARISH, PASSAIC, NJ 

MEN’S SPIRITUAL RETREAT 
 

On Sunday, November 22, 
2015 the parish of St. Nicholas 
sponsored a “Men’s Spiritual 
Retreat” with the theme of 
‘Man’s Role in Faith, The Fam-
ily and Society’, co-sponsored 
by the St. Nicholas Chapter of 
the League of Ukrainian Catho-
lics.  Fr. Taras Lonchyna, pas-
tor at St. Josaphat Ukrainian 
parish, Trenton, NJ was the fa-
cilitator for the afternoon dis-
cussion.   

Following a light lunch, Fr. 
Taras opened the retreat with a 
prayer. He spoke on faith, es-
pecially the faith of the head of 
the household, the father.  If 
the father, the man of the 
household is a man of faith, then the family unit thrives and sur-
vives. As a man of faith the father needs to put his family first; he 
needs to see that the family unit prays together and plays together.  
Prayer should be the center of the home, begin the day with prayer, 
pray before meals and pray before retiring.  We read in Scripture 
that Our Lord spent time with the people and in most cases during 
a meal or He was found feeding the people that came to listen to His 
words.  

There is a need to pray continually, to call upon God, “Abba”, “Fa-
ther”, “Tatusa”, as God is our Heavenly Father and he looks after us 
as does the shepherd look after his sheep. Just as the sheep knows 
the voice of the shepherd, so should our children know the father’s 
voice, as he prays with them.   

Further, Fr. Taras encouraged the participants to come to know 
the Word of God, the Bible. He directed them to take the time to read 
Scripture. Follow the church calendar and the daily readings. This 
is a way to come to understand the Word of God. Daily one should 
read a few lines in order to better know God. 

 He said that the father needs to be available to his children, he 
needs to “make time”, to spend quality time with them. It is im-
portant to be present for your children. The children need the exam-
ple of their father, to emulate him and thus learn how to be a child 
of faith, of prayer and part of the family.   

As we pray after Communion “save your people and bless your 
inheritance”, know that the children are your inheritance, they are 
the future of the church and they need to be taught to be children of 
faith, to be part of society and honor the family unit. The afternoon 
ended with the guests discussing the presentation and sharing time 
with each other. 

IF YOU WANT VIBRANCY  
JOIN THE LUC! 

Sr. John Pashkevich  
Memorial Endowment Award Presentation 

 

 
L-R: Sr. Eliane Ilnitski, Principal; Helen Fedoriw (National Board); 
Mrs. Lecia Peltyshyn mother of Alexandra and a teacher in the 
school; Alexandra Peltyshyn, award recipient; Marion C. Hrubec, 
LUC National President; Fr. Andriy Dudkevych, pastor; Sr. Cecelia 
(National Board) 
 

The League of Ukrainian Catholics at their Conventions have an-
nually selected a Ukrainian Catholic School in the Metropolitan 
Archeparchy on a rotating basis to be the recipient of the Sr. John 
Paskevich, SSMI School Endowment Award.  

This award was established by the League to recognize the work 
of our parochial schools and award an elementary school, from the 
Eparchies, with a monetary gift.  This gift of $500.00 is generally 
given in the name of an outstanding student and awarded to the 
named school. 

On Friday, November 21, the Feast of Blessed Josaphata, the stu-
dents and faculty of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School, Pas-
saic, NJ gathered in Church to celebrate this Feast with a Divine Lit-
urgy, recitation of the Chaplet to Blessed Josaphata and the vener-
ation of her relic. 

This was a fitting day for members of the League of Ukrainian 
Catholics to make the presentation of the +Sr. John Paskevich, SSMI 
Schools Endowment Award, as Sr. John was a Sisters Servant and 
a dedicated teacher.  The National Board of the League of Ukrainian 
Catholics selected St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic School, Passaic, 
NJ as the recipient school for this award and Alexandra Peltyshyn 
was the named student.  Sr. Eliane Ilnitski, SSMI, principal accepted 
the monetary gift on behalf of the school. 

Congratulations to Alexandra, or Lexie as she is known to all, for 
her being named outstanding student, as she demonstrated her 
worthiness through her dedication to her studies, her catholic faith 
and for her helpfulness fostered by her solid family-values founda-
tion and to the faculty of St. Nicholas School for their untiring work 
in educating our children in the Rite and Faith of our Church. 

 

Reminder  
 

• 2017 Membership dues are to be sent to Yanka Everett. 
 

• Annual Assessment are to be submitted to National Board. 
 

Surprise, surprise! 
 

The oldest computer can be traced back to Adam and Eve.  
It was an Apple. But with extremely limited memory. 

Just 1 byte. Then everything crashed. 

CELEBRATING FORGIVENESS SUNDAY VESPERS 
 

On Sunday, February 26, 2017 Forgiveness Vespers were cele-
brated at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, NJ.  Fr. 
Andriy Dudkevych invited the parishes of the deanery to gather to-
gether to participate in the solemn service of Forgiveness Vespers. 
Vespers were concelebrated bilingually by Fr. Andriy and with 
clergy from the New Jersey Deanery – Fr. Ivan Turyk, Perth Amboy, 
NJ; Fr. Orest Kunderevych, Hillsborough, NJ; Fr. Vasyl Vladyka, 
Hillside, NJ; Fr. Ruslan Romanyuk, Elizabeth, NJ. Following the 
reading of the Gospel, Fr. Vladyka (in Ukrainian) and Fr. Turyk (in 
English) preached inspiring homilies of the significance of repent-
ance and renewal that we should strive for during our Journey 
through the Great Fast to Pascha.  At the conclusion of the Vespers 
service, the faithful were invited to approach the clergy and to re-
ceive and give forgiveness of the clergy and each other. 

All present were invited by Fr. Andriy to go to the church hall for 
fellowship and partake of the Lenten meal prepared by the St. Nich-
olas Chapter of the League of Ukrainian Catholics. As the faithful 
came into the hall all were still asking forgiveness of each other and 
shared the Lenten meal of quiche, vegetables, hummus and pita 
bread along with hot beverages.  The faithful lingered and enjoyed 
sharing the time together. 

Thank you to all the members of the St. Nicholas Chapter of the 
League of Ukrainian Catholics who helped prepare for the Lenten 
meal that followed the Forgiveness Vespers at St. Nicholas.   

 

 
 

 
  
  
 

 
 

Members of the St. Nicholas Chapter of LUC -  Garden State Council  
(Standing L-R) Helen Fedoriw, Marion Hrubec, Fr. Andriy Dudke-
vych, Sr. Cecelia, SSMI;  Seated in front of them: Carol Loden,  Ok-
sana Hrubec, Stephen Retkwa;  Standing at right side of photo:  Je-
rome Mykietyn, seated in front of him is Linda Mykietyn and to the 
far right Lori Retkwa. Missing Sr. Eliane, SSMI – photographer 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of St. Ephrem (+373) 
 

O Lord and Master of my life, take away from me the will to 
be lazy and to be sad, the desire to get ahead of other peo-
ple, to boast and brag. (Profound bow) 

 

Give me instead, a pure and humble spirit, the will to be 
patient with other people and to love them. (Profound bow) 

 

Let me realize my own mistakes, and keep me from judg-
ing the things other people do. For you are blessed, now 
and forever, Amen. (Profound bow) 
 



LUC Presentation 
in Support of St. Josaphat Seminary 

 

 
 

Pictured left to right: Sr. Michele Yakymovitch, SSMI; Dora Horba-
chevska, former National Board member; Fr. Robert Hitchens, Sem-
inary Rector; Helen Fedoriw, National Board Vice President; Arch-
bishop Metropolitan Stefan Soroka; Deacon Paul Spotts; Marion C. 
Hrubec, National Board President; Lee Ann Makar; Maria Spotts and 
Sr. Kathleen Hutsko, SSMI.  

 

On Sunday, November 14, 2016, St. Josaphat Seminary in Wash-
ington, DC celebrated a milestone, the 75th Anniversary of the 
founding of this house of formation for the clergy of our Ukrainian 
Catholic Church which has provided for the spiritual needs of our 
Church. 

The Divine Liturgy was celebrated at the Ukrainian National 
Shrine church. Parishioners as well as representatives from par-
ishes of the Archeparchy gathered for the celebration of a Hierar-
chical Divine Liturgy, celebrated by Most Rev. Archbishop Stefan 
Soroka and concelebrated with Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Pa-
pal Nuncio, Most Rev. John Bura, Bishop Basil Losten, Emeritus, 
Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, President of USCCB, Archbishop Alexan-
der Sample, Archdiocese of Portland, Bishop William Murphy, 
Bishop of Rockville Centre, Bishop Nicholas Samra, Bishop of the 
Melkite Eparchy and Bishop Yousif Benham Habash, Bishop of Syr-
ian Catholic Eparchy of Our Lady of Deliverance.   

In addition to the Hierarchy, the Liturgy was concelebrated with 
four priests – Rev. Robert Hitchens, Rector, Rev. Wasyl Kharuk, 
Spiritual Directed, Rev. Mark Morozowich, Dean of the School of 
Theology at CUA, Rev. Raphael Strontsitsky, MSU, a graduate of St. 
Josaphat Seminary. 

Following the Divine Liturgy, a reception followed in the great hall 
of the Shrine church. During the reception, members of the League 
of Ukrainian Catholics that were present gathered as Marion C. 
Hrubec, President, made a presentation to Archbishop Stefan So-
roka for the Seminary.  

One of the purposes of the League is to support vocations which 
we accomplish through our annual Burse Awards. Archbishop So-
roka noted that he was fortunate to have completed his studies at 
St. Josaphats.   Many of the Seminarians that have gone through St. 
Josaphat and onto serving the faithful of our parishes have been 
recipients of the annual League of Ukrainian Catholic’s Burse 
award. Archbishop Soroka was a recipient of a gift from the League 
of Ukrainian Catholics while attending Seminary.  The Seminarians 
along with their Rector and Spiritual Director took a moment and 
gathered for a group photo with Marion.  Let us continue to pray for 
our Seminarians as they go through their formation and pray for vo-
cations from our parishes and families.  

Northeastern Pennsylvania’s Moleben and League of 
Ukrainian Catholics Meeting 

 

 
 

PHOTO: (by Jean Pedley) (First row l to r:) Janina “Yanka” Ever-
ett, Kathleen Izak, Andrew Jamula, Helen Ewasko, Father Walter 
Pasicznyk, Sophie Soniak and Hanya Savatteri  

(Second row:) Mark Bogusky, Macrina Bogusky, Helen Pagnotti, 
Dorothy Jamula, Anna Wolensky, Mary Ezzyk, Helen Lipowski, 
Gerry Adamchak, Dr. Michael Labuda  

(Back row:) Paul Ewasko, John Fedorko, Lisa Placek, John Na-
radko, Patrick McLaughlin, Michael Trusz, Gina McLaughlin, Father 
Myron Myronyuk, Father John Seniw, Father Paul Wolensky, Alice 
Starr, Dr. Helen Chandoha, Peter Slota, Shirley Nidoh 

  

On Sunday, October 23, 2016, Scranton’s St. Vladimir parish con-
ducted a midafternoon Moleben to the Mother of God and hosted a 
meeting of the North Anthracite Council of the League of Ukrainian 
Catholics. Celebrants of the Moleben were host pastor Father Myron 
Myronyuk and Father John Seniw, pastor of SS. Cyril and Methodius 
Church of Berwick. Father Paul Wolensky, Council Spiritual Director 
led the congregational singing.  

Immediately after the Prayer Service, Council President Dorothy 
Jamula opened the Council meeting held in the parish center with 
the reading of minutes of the previous meeting held in Berwick. Var-
ious reports were given: financial by Anna Wolensky, publicity by 
Paul Ewasko, activities by Michael Trusz and spiritual events by 
John Naradko. Members were especially pleased that all five pas-
tors of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Deanery were in attendance 
at the day’s events including Father Nestor Iwasiw of Olyphant’s SS. 
Cyril and Methodius Church and Father Walter Pasicznyk of Hano-
ver’s Holy Transfiguration Church and Plymouth’s SS. Peter and 
Paul Church. Their participation clearly demonstrated their interest 
and support of the LUC.  

Discussion focused on preparing for the October 2017 National 
Convention which will be held in Wilkes- Barre and hosted by the 
North Anthracite Council. Regular planning meetings will be sched-
uled in the near future to draw up schedules for the three-day Con-
vention including liturgical services and social events, menus, reg-
istration form, etc. 

Council members were thanked by Father Myronyuk for their join-
ing the parishioners of St. Vladimir Church in providing support to 
the orphaned children of two institutions in Ukraine. Jean Pedley 
reported on a recent group trip to Ukraine and placing funds directly 
into the hands of administrators of the orphanages. Needless to say 
the generous monetary gifts were very deeply appreciated.  

A bountiful buffet was then served by Maria Black, Mark Izak, Dor-
othy Kowalchick and Stella Patrick for the fellowship accompanying 
every Council meeting.  

Father Myronyuk thanked everyone for attending today’s events 
sponsored by St. Vladimir parish and wished all a safe trip home. 

2016 LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS LENTEN RE-
TREAT “MERCIFUL LIKE THE FATHER” 

 

The week end of March 11 – 13, 2016 found a group of faithful from 
various parishes of the Archeparchy of Philadelphia and the Stam-
ford Eparchy gathered at St. Mary’s Villa for a time of prayer and 
reflection. As the sun set over the Villa, the retreatants gathered in 
the Chapel for what would be the beginning of a peaceful, prayerful 
and soul searching experience, a time away from the everyday rou-
tine.  

 

 
 

Archpriest Rev. Daniel Troyan was introduced by Sr. Olga Farina, 
OSBM, National Religious Director of the League of Ukrainian Cath-
olics. Fr. Dan outlined his objective for the week end in providing an 
understanding of God’s Mercy. He defined mercy and it’s relation 
for each of us to God in our lives. Mercy is the foundation of His 
covenant with us. In our humanness we lack power and control and 
in our prayer we go to God to ask and seek His mercy. Without 
mercy our perception of life, of God, is skewed. Mercy is linked to 
love and compassion which we need to show to each other. The 
evening ended with the group praying the Akathist to the Mother of 
God.  

The days continued with the discussion on where we find mercy, 
how we accept God’s mercy and when we seek and pray for mercy, 
especially in the Divine Liturgy. The Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 
was reviewed which provided the text so that in the reading of the 
Anaphora, we see more clearly how we pray for mercy and how of-
ten. 

We were graced with a visit from Emeritus, Bishop Basil Losten, 
who joined us for Liturgy and lunch. The weather allowed the group 
to gather outdoors to pray the Stations of the Cross. The retreatants 
had ample time to spend in quiet reflection as well as time for con-
fession.  

Concluding the week end, Fr. Dan led the group in the renewal of 
their Baptismal vows before the morning Liturgy. The group gath-
ered in the gallery outside the “Holy Door” of St. Mary’s Villa. Each 
recited their vows, blessed with holy water and accepted their 
lighted candles. Before entering the chapel through the “Holy 
Door”, the required prayers for the Holy Father were recited so that 
upon entering the chapel and participating in the Eucharist, all could 
receive the plenary indulgence and graces of their participation.  

As each departed for home, they left peaceful and spiritually up-
lifted, anticipating the next retreat.  

 

 
 

We are grateful to the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate for 
providing the spiritual venue where we can come and refresh our-
selves, especially at this time, where we have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the celebration of the Year of Mercy and cross the thresh-
old of the Holy Door of Mercy. 

 
While vacationing in Florida… 

 

 
Msgr.  John P. Stevensky, Alice Orlan,  
Marion Hrubec and Rev. Vasyl Petriv 

 

While vacationing in Florida, Marion Hrubec, President of the 
League of Ukrainian Catholics, visited with Msgr. John P. Steven-
sky, former Spiritual Director of the League.  Together they traveled 
to North Port, FL to visit with a former National Board member, Alice 
Orlan. 

Attending Liturgy at the Presentation of the Most Holy Mother of 
God parish, Rev. Vasyl Petriv welcomed Msgr. Stevensky, who con-
celebrated the Sunday Liturgy.  Fr. Vasyl thanked Msgr. Stevensky 
for coming to North Port and together they presented information 
on the League of Ukrainian Catholics and related the importance of 
the organization to the Ukrainian Church and community.  Fr. Vasyl 
introduced Marion to the congregation and invited everyone to the 
parish hall to meet with her and Msgr. John and learn about the LUC. 
Msgr. John gave a brief history of the League. 

Individuals were interested and took membership applications 
and brochures. Alice (Lesya) Orlan was present and accepted the 
task of forming an active Chapter in the parish. 

 



Niagara Frontier Council Activities 
 

During this 2016 the Niagara Frontier Council hosted a number of 
activities. In July a Wine tasting and dinner was held at the Victori-
anburg Winery and Sunset Grill in Wilson, NY. About 20 members 
and friends spent time tasting the various wines at the winery then 
had dinner at the Sunset Grill. 

 

In August we organized a trip on the Buffalo River History Tour. 
We traveled  down the Buffalo River to learn how the grain elevators 
and the grain industry played such an important part in the history 
of Buffalo. The day was perfect for a ride down the river.   Afterward 
we had dinner at the Big Ditch Brewery. The brewery is co-owned 
by a member of the Buf-
falo Ukrainian Commu-
nity (Bohdan Paul Is-
kalo). Everyone enjoyed 
the trip and dinner. 

 

In August, the Niaga-
ra Frontier Council took 
part in several other ac-
tivities. Several mem-
bers attended Liturgy to 
celebrate the 92nd birth-
day of LUC member Ma-
rija Dranka. Our council members, Elaine Nowadly, Nadia Marc, 
Mary Bodnar and Maria Malaniak sang the Divine Liturgy, 
 

  
 

celebrated by V. Rev. Marijan Procyk, at the Elderwood Nursing 
Home for five of our parishioners who reside at the facility. Other 
LUC members were also in attendance.  

 

  
 

At the end of August, the Niagara Frontier Council hosted the 
Msgr. Paul Iwachiw Scholarship Awards Luncheon. At this time five 
students, members of St. Nicholas and Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
parishes were awarded a $500.00 scholarships. Award winners were 

Marta Kasiyan, daughter 
of Rev. Andriy & Oksana, 
attending RIT in Roches-
ter, NY. Taras Naza-
revych, son of Bohdan & 
Halyna, attending Damen 
College in Amherst, NY, 
Bohdan Melenchuk, son 
of Bohdan & Oksana, at-
tending the University of 
Buffalo, Ostap Tkalich, son of Alexander & Nadia, attending Erie 
Community College, Buffalo, NY. Victor Bandriwsky, son of Emil & 
Oksana, attending the Uni-
versity of Buffalo.  The de-
licious luncheon was pre-
pared by LUC member 
Anna Melnyk. Presenta-
tion of the scholarships 
took place after lunch. 

 

In September, four of 
our members visited for-
mer N. F. Council member 
Katie Eckhart in Berwick, 
PA. While at Katie’s we were visited 
by NA Council members Mary 
Ezzyk and Alice Starr. We had a 
great time reminising.  

 

In May, the Niagara Frontier 
Council took part in the LUC initia-
tive to honor those involved in po-
lice work.  

Elaine Nowadly, President of Ni-
agara Frontier Council presenting 
to David Wik, Amherst Police De-
partment (with his parents and Fr. 
Robert Moreno); Mark 
Gomez, US Marshal, (with 
his wife and Fr. Marijan 
Procyk; Walter Serediuk  

 
 

(accepted by his brother Bill) & Bohdan 
Papisz (accepted by his mother Helen). 
Icon was also presented to David Hryn. 
 

During this past summer, we sent a 
check for $500.00 to Rev. Jason Charron, to help cover the medical 
expenses of his daughter Martha. 

On the last Sunday in October our Council celebrated LUC Sun-
day with Liturgy, celebrated by Rev. Robert Moreno.  A luncheon 
followed at the Forestview Restaurant in Depew, NY 

Eternal Memory to the following members who passed away in 
2015 -2017. Anna Gach, Peter Maxim, Olga Slabyk, Olga Luniw, John 
Godzuk, Stephanie Homen, Olga Jagodzinski, Walter Babala, and 
Leo Orynawka, Catherine Lechnowskyj, Michael Bluey, Gertrude Di-
akun & Fred Marc. Eternal Memory!      ~ Elaine Nowadly, President 

North Anthracite Council - League of Ukrainian Catho-
lics Activities - October 2015 to September 2016  

 

North Anthracite Council proudly reports that it has forty-nine 
members, two of whom serve as officers of the National Board. 

 

Council supported Northeastern Pennsylvania’s 12th Annual 
Malanka held in January at Scranton’s St. Vladimir Church Parish 
Center. The event was quite successful with a usual large crowd. 

 

Members represented Council in March at the Annual Lenten Re-
treat and at the Annual August Dormition Pilgrimage sponsored by 
the Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate, Sloatsburg, New York. 

 

Members participated in the 2016 Women’s Day of Prayer held in 
April at Scranton’s St. Vladimir Church sponsored by our Archep-
archy of Philadelphia in partnership with the Sisters of the Order of 
St. Basil the Great, the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate and the 
Missionary Sisters of the Mother of God. 

 

Council sponsored a very successful and enjoyable fund raising 
bus trip to the annual mid-May St. George Ukrainian Street Festival 
in New York City with a side trip to “Little Odessa” at Brighton 
Beach, Brooklyn. 

 

In June we lost +Nancy Pasak who was a loyal, long standing and 
outspoken member of LUC. Her funeral Liturgy was celebrated on 
June 22nd at Berwick’s SS. Cyril and Methodius Church. Vichnaya 
Pamyat! 

 

In late July, Council supported the 82nd Annual Seminary Day of 
the South Anthracite Deanery whose beneficiary is St. Josaphat 
Ukrainian Catholic Seminary of Washington, DC. 

 

The annual Council picnic took place in August in Berwick. This 
special event began with Moleben at SS. Cyril and Methodius 
Church followed by a business session and the traditional summer 
food fest. 

 

All Council meetings have begun with Moleben and ended in 
prayer for the canonization of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky.  

 

During this reporting period, regular North Anthracite Council 
meetings have been held at our parishes of the North Anthracite 
Deanery:  Hanover in November, Edwardsville in March, Wilkes-
Barre in June, Edwardsville in July and Berwick in August. In the 
latter period of this report discussion at meetings focused on Con-
vention 2017 which will be held the weekend of October 6, 7 and 8 
and hosted by North Anthracite Council at Best Western Genetti Ho-
tel, Wilkes-Barre. 

Submitted by Dorothy Jamula, President 
 

 

North Anthracite 
Council mem-
bers Mr. John 
Knott and Dr. 
Helen Chan-
doha will be re-
viving an old 
LUC tradition of 
members marry-
ing each other 
when they be-
come husband 

and wife on May 20, 2017. The ceremony will take place at Scran-
ton’s St. Vladimir Church where both are active parishioners.  We 
wish them God’s Many Blessings. Mnohaya Lita! 
 

LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS BURSE AWARDS 
 

 
 

Fr. Vasyl Kharuk, Seminarian Bohdan Vasyliv ,  Marion C Hrubec, 
President of the League of Ukrainian Catholics, Seminarian Carlos 
Batiz, Fr. Robert Hitchens, Rector. (photographer: Helen Fedoriw, 
Vice President  

 

On Sunday, November 15, following the blessing of the mosaics 
of +Venerable Metropolitan Andriy Sheptytsky and +Blessed Josa-
phata Horodaschevska, members of the National Board who were in 
attendance had the opportunity to present the Burse Award certifi-
cates to the seminarians who are attending St. Josaphat  Seminary 
in Washington, DC and were named the receipients of the Burse 
awards for their Eparchies.  

The Bishop Jaroslaw Gabro Burse for the Archeparchy of Phila-
delphia recipient is Bohdan Vasyliv, as nominated by Metropolitan 
Archbishop Stefan Soroka. Bohdan Vasyliv is a first year seminar-
ian at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Seminary and has begun phi-
losophy studies at The Catholic University of America, Washington, 
DC . He and his family are registered parishioners of St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Cherry Hill, NJ. Bohdan has demon-
strated himself to be a worthy candidate for studies for the priest-
hood. 

The Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky Burse for the St. Nicholas 
Eparchy (Chicago) recipient is Carlos Batiz as nominated by Bishop 
Richard Seminak.  Carlos is currently studying Theology and Reli-
gious Studies at the Catholic University of America and working on 
his priestly formation at St. Josaphat Seminary in Washington, DC. 
Bishop Richard writes, “I am happy to submit his name so that he 
may receive not only recognition for work already accomplished, 
but also receive help toward the pursuit of good things in the fu-
ture.” 



Olga Jagodzinski,  
(April 7, 1929 - April 11, 2016) 

Beloved wife of Walter A.; devoted mother 
of Paul (Lynn) and Mark (Theresa) Jagodzin-
ski; loving grandmother of Alex; dear sister 
of the late John (late Olga) Kolotylo; also 
survived by nieces and nephews.  

She was a member of VFW Joseph Hricz-
ko Post 6245 Ladies Auxiliary, Ukrainian 
Sitch and the Ukrainian Seniors. 

Olga was the one, who organized first Monsignor Paul Iwachiw 
Scholarship, and was in charge for many years. 

 

Walter J. Babala,  
(June 5, 1925 - July 12, 2016) 

Of Lackawanna, NY. Beloved 
husband of the late Irene M. (nee 
Branicky); dearest father of Donna 
(Markian) Slaybyk, John (Sharon), 
Carol Ridley (Chris Jablonski) and 
Joseph (Karen); grandfather of Ste-
ven, John and Gregory Slaybyk, Mi-
chael and Paul Babala, Julie (Eric) Fooks, Gary Meidenbauer, Kate-
lyn (Jason) Gibson, Ryan and Andrew Babala; also survived by five 
great-grandchildren; son of the late Nicholas and Ahafia (nee Popiw) 
Babala; brother of the late Mary (late Stephen) Hanitz (on the photo 
with Walter) and Michael; also survived by many nieces and neph-
ews. He was a member of OLPH Senior Citizens, American Ukrainian 
Senior Citizens, Buffalo PBA, IPA Region #1 and the Joseph Hriczko 
Post #6245. 

 

 Leo G. Orynawka,  
(August 27, 1917 - August 6, 2016) 

Of Grand Island, NY, passed away on Sat-
urday, August 6, 2016 at home under the care 
of Hospice Buffalo. Born in New York City on 
August 27, 1917, he was the son of Ukrainian 
parents, the late Stanley and Katherine 
Orynawka. Leo was a member of Protection 
of the Most Holy Mother of God Church and 
husband of 67 years to the late Stephania 

Orynawka. They were married on June 28, 1947 in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. He is survived by his four children, Leo A. (late Linda) 
Orynawka, Catherine (Joe) Higgins, Mary Ellyn (Larry) Stockings 
and Taras S. (Cindy) Orynawka of Elma, NY; seven 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.  

Leo is graduate from Julliard. He was Choir 
director in St Mary, Niagara Falls, and for 
many years Deanery Choir Director. 

 

+Catherine Lechnowskyj 
(nee Hrywniak) 

(12/27/1925-8/18/2016) 
Devoted wife of the late John Lechnowskyj; 
beloved mother of Marie (late Norman) 

Boergers, Irka (late Ray) Davis, Julie Norman & 
Anna, Tony (Germaine), Natalie, Steve and late Billy Lechnowskyj; 
loving grandmother of Daniel, Anthony, Matthew, Nicholas, Alexan-
dria, Michela, Erin, Christopher, Michael, Andrew and Elizabeth.  

Catherine was a member of the Dnipro Ukrainian Cultural Center 
where she was also a member of the choir. Catherine was also a 
member of the Friday Kitchen Ladies at St. Nicholas Ukrainian Cath-
olic Church. 

+Michael Bluey  
(Septembar 24, 2016 ) 

Michael went to his Eternal 
Reward Septembar 24, 2016 at 
the age of 97. Member of St. 
Mary in Niagara Falls.  

(On the photo: Michael Bluey, 
with his Granddaughters.) 

 

 +Gertrud Diakun, PhD (nee Knopp) 
(July 17, 1930 - February 12, 2017) 

Gertrud Diakun was called home to our 
Lord on February 12, 2017. She was born 
July 17, 1930 in Sankt Goar, Germany.  

She married Andrew Diakun in 1956 and 
together they had four children. They cele-
brated their 60th wedding anniversary last 

October. She earned a PhD in German Literature from the University 
at Buffalo in 1983. A devout Catholic, she supported many charities. 
She will be remembered for her passion for life, love and knowledge 
of history, and joyful devotion to family. Gertrud was the beloved 
wife of Andrew Diakun; loving mother of Thomas (Dale) Diakun of 
Buffalo, NY, Natalia (Max) Dyga of Grand Rapids, MI, Mark (Shelley) 
Diakun of Dallas, Texas, and Karen (David) Brandon of Washington, 
DC; mother-in-law of Kate (Jim) Olson of Buffalo, NY; cherished 
grandmother of Jennifer, Anna, and the late Andrew Diakun, Chris-
topher, Nicholas, and Stefanie Dyga, Emily, Andrew, Brian, and 
Audrey Diakun, and Rachel Brandon; stepgrandmother to Ashley 
(Caitlin) Howe and Stephen Crane; devoted daughter of the late Ed-
uard and Martha (Wolle) Knopp; sister of the late Franz Knopp, late 
Maria Borg, Brigitte Komocki, 
Bertchen Schega, late Werner 
Knopp, Agnes Pilot, and Hermann 
Knopp; also survived by many 
nieces and nephews. 

 

 William Fred Marc  
(Jan. 9, 1938 – March 11, 2017) 

Born in Myta, Ukraine to Wil-
helm and Xenia Maroczkanycz. He 
was the youngest. Because of the 
war his family needed to flee to 
Austria, but his father was killed 
before he left Ukraine.  In Austria, 
Fred and his mother lived and worked with one farmer and his sib-
lings with another. Fred often talked about working on the farm, go-
ing to school and having outings with the farmer who treated Fred 
as a son. The family immigrated to Buffalo in 1951.  

A dedicated member of the League of Ukrainian Catholics (LUC), 
SITCH, Ukrainian American Veterans, Ukrainian Home (DNIPRO) 
and Civic Center, William Fred Marc, passed away peacefully, at the 
age of 79. Beloved husband of Nadia (nee Ilkiwskyj) and the late 
Nona (nee Voronin); devoted father of Michael Marc and loving 
grandfather of Brittany Marc and Grace Marc; dearest brother of 
Emil (Vera) Marc and the late Jaroslawa (late Paul) Bobenczyk, dear 
brother-in-law of Michael (Mary) Ilkiwskyj and also survived by 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

His hard work and determination enabled his family to have a 
good life. They enjoyed skiing, spending weekends at their Chau-
tauqua Lake cottage and spending a full life with family and friends. 

Fred was a witty, hardworking, fun loving man who was loved by 
many 

ETERNAL MEMORY! VIVCHNAYA PAMIAT’! 

+Horace S. Hitchens, Father of V. Rev. Robert  
 

Photo of the late Horace 
S. Hitchens and his wife 
Maryellen renewing their 
vows during the Marriage 
Anniversary Celebration 
(Cathedral, 2016). 

 

Family, bishops, priests 
and deacons, religious sis-
ters, parishioners and 
friends bid farewell to Hor-
ace S. Hitchens, 73, during 
his funeral Divine Liturgy 
celebrated in Ss. Peter and 
Paul Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, Bridgeport, Pa., 
Monday, February 20, 2017. 
Mr. Hitchens, father of the 
Very Reverend Robert J. 

Hitchens, St. Josaphat Seminary rector and pastor of the Ukrainian 
National Shrine of the Holy Family in Washington, D.C. unexpect-
edly fell asleep in the Lord, , February 16, 2017.  

Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka was the main celebrant 
and homilist at the services. Bishop John Bura, auxiliary bishop of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, Father Robert 
Hitchens, Msgr. Ronald Popivchak, and many other brother priests 
were also celebrants during the funeral Divine Liturgy.  

In his homily, Metropolitan Stefan commented, “This holy place 
is where Horace was baptized and confirmed by Fr. Lizak; where he 
received the Holy Eucharist and served at the altar as an altar boy 
beginning with Fr. Sheremeta during the early hours of weekday Lit-
urgies; where Horace and his beloved wife Maryellen, received the 
Holy Sacrament of Marriage; where they raised their sons, Robert, 
David, Keith and Mark; where the family prayed for the soul of their 
beloved son Mark who died suddenly just a few years ago.  

Metropolitan Stefan recalled the participation of Horace and 
Maryellen in the annual celebration of marriage anniversaries held 
at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
last October. Horace and Maryellen were celebrating their 50th wed-
ding anniversary.  

Horace was born in Norristown and was a graduate of Bishop 
Kenrick High School, Class of 1961. He was a store director for 
Acme Markets for over 40 years, working in numerous stores. Most 
recently , he was employed by First Student Bus Company for Co-
lonial School District where he was affectionately known as “Mr. 
Harvey, the bus driver”. Families loved him and would request him 
as their driver. Mr. Hitchens was an avid hunter and fisherman and 
a true jack of all trades, but his most cherished title was “Pop- Pop”.  

Besides being survived by his wife of over 50 years, Maryellen, 
Mr. Hitchens is survived by his sons The Very Reverend Robert of 
Washington D.C. , David and wife Gale of Schwenksville, Keith and 
wife Jamie of North Wales and his brother, Gregory and wife Janet 
of Souderton. In addition, he is survived by his grandchildren, Mat-
thew, Kaitlyn and William and his many nieces and nephews. Horace 
was preceded in death by his parents Horace A. and Madeline B. 
Saboe Hitchens, his son Mark, wife of Elizabeth and his sisters, 
Elaine Gregos and Lorraine Denczi.  

Interment was in Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Cemetery, 
King of Prussia, Pa. 

“The Way”, March 3, 2017 
ETERNAL MEMORY! VIVCHNAYA PAMIAT’! 

+Anna (Havrilla) Wolensky, Mother of Rev. Paul  
 

Photo: Anna Wolensky in church 
Christmas 2016 

 

Born in Swoyersville on Nov. 
13, 1925, Anna was educated in 
parochial and public schools in 
Swoyersville, Kingston Town-
ship and Lehman. She was the 
valedictorian of the Lehman High 
School, class of 1943. She re-
ceived her early sacraments in 
St. Nicholas Byzantine Greek 
Catholic Church, Swoyersville, 
where she was wedded in holy 

matrimony to Paul Wolensky, of Swoyersville, in 1952.  
Anna was a faithful member of St. Vladimir Ukrainian Greek Cath-

olic Church of Edwardsville for 65 years. She was choir director and 
cantor at St. Vladimir's for many years and helped the liturgical mu-
sic traditions of the parish to survive and flourish. 

Anna is survived by her daughters, Joan Wolensky and Margie 
Seely; son, Fr. Paul Wolensky; sister, Bernadine Havrilla; grand-
daughters, Maurisa Pieczynski, Jen Fela and Elizabeth Seely; and 
grandson, Peter Seely; along with nieces and nephews, all of whom 
she held dear. 

Please pray for the blessed repose of our dear parishioner, friend, 
and my Mom, +ANNA WOLENSKY, 91, who fell asleep in the Lord in 
the early hours of Tuesday, January 24, 2017, after an almost month-
long struggle with cardio-pulmonary issues due to pneumonia. 
Mom loved St. Vladimir's Parish, Edwardsville, PA, so much and de-
voted herself to it in so many ways. I am grateful to God that she 
lived to see me ordained a priest, and that she was a part of my 
priesthood for these 23 years. Please join me in daily prayers for her 
soul during these traditional 40 days of mourning. May Our Lord Je-
sus receive her into eternal rest and joy, which He has promised to 
all who have loved Him during their lifetime on earth. Eternal 
Memory to you, Mom! Vichnaya Pam'yat! We will always remember 
your beautiful smile.  

On behalf of my sisters Joan and Margie, and myself, I extend 
heartfelt thanks to all of you who prayed for Mom during her illness; 
to you who came to church during her visitation and funeral to pray 
for her and bring comfort and consolation to our family during this 
very sad time; to everyone who sang the services so beautifully in 
her honor; to all my brother Clergy who, despite their busy sched-
ules, supported us by their presence and prayed for Mom; to all who 
offered Divine Liturgies for her soul and donated to our church in 
her memory, and who sent such beautiful flowers; to our Women's 
Society and their helpers, who stood in Honor Guard at the funeral, 
and who organized and prepared the coffee and refreshments in our 
social hall during the funeral days; and to Sacristan Rick and help-
ers who cleaned and prepared the church and hall for the funeral. If 
I have forgotten anyone, please forgive me and let me know. This 
period of time is very difficult for me, and I am taking one day at a 
time, leaning on Our Lord and the Blessed Virgin Mary to help me 
through. I am grateful to have my two parishes to keep me busy and 
focused. And now, more than ever, I ask your help and support dur-
ing this challenging period of adjustment in my life. Please help me 
in whatever way you can. I miss Mom so much that it hurts.  

Mom always told me, "Accept it." So, with the grace of God, I will 
try my best to accept it and keep moving forward. God bless you all.  

Article submitted by Rev. Paul Wolensky  
“The Way”, February 19, 2017 

https://secure3.convio.net/hfwny/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app334a?idb=1984778824&1400.donation=form1&df_id=1400&mfc_pref=T&NONCE_TOKEN=C8D2A31953FEBD0B97CA277E7EF38D39&idb=0


+John Kost 
 

John Kost, 81, of Passaic, passed away 
on June 16, 2016. Born in Forestville, PA he 
lived in Jersey City and East Rutherford be-
fore moving to Passaic.  

A US Army Veteran, John worked for 
Harry Buryk, Inc., Wayne for many years 
and later was a self employed carpenter, re-
tiring in 2002. A parishioner of St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church, Passaic, John 

was a member of the League of Ukrainian Catholics, and enjoyed 
golf, fishing, bowling and polka dancing. 

Beloved husband for 51 years of Jean (Dutko). Loving son of the 
late John and Helen (Buryk) Kost. Dear brother of Dolores Novack 
and Michael Kost, both of Minersville, PA, and the late Helen DiS-
arro, Eugene and Joseph Kost. Loving uncle of many nieces and 
nephews. Interment was in Holy Cross Cemetery, North Arlington. 

 

 +Nancy Pasak  
 

Nancy Pasak fell asleep in the Lord on 
June 19, 2016 at Berwick Retirement Vil-
lage, II. 

Born February 2, 1921 in Berwick, she 
was the daughter of the late Theodore and 
Anna (Laba) Pasak. 

Miss Pasak was employed at the Radium 
Plant and retired from Consolidated Cigar 
in Berwick. A faithful member of Ss. Cyril 

and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church, Berwick, she belonged 
to the League of Ukrainian Catholics, the Blue Army, served in the 
church choir… as well as the Sheptytsky choir, and was very active 
in church activities. She volunteered at the Berwick Hospital Gift 
Shop and the Bloodmobile. 

Nancy was very well read. She enjoyed books and historical 
events. Her special talent for her family were her delightful cartoons 
she drew for very special occasions. We cherish them today and 
always. 

In addition to her parents, preceding her in death were her 
brother: Charles Pasak; and two sisters: Mary Cerullo and Rose Ser-
afin. Surviving is her sister: Catherine Eckhart of Berwick and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

 

+Stefan Nazarek 
 

Stephen Nazarek, age 91, of West Pittston, 
went to be with his Lord on July 23, 2016. 

Stephen was born in Pittsburgh on March 
25, 1925, to Michael Nazarek and Stella Pi-
lawada. As a young boy, Stephen helped his 
father sell vegetables from a horse-drawn 
wagon in post-Great Depression Pittsburgh. 
He also sold newspapers on the street cor-
ner, and whatever he made, he gave to his 

parents to help them make ends meet. 
As a young man, Stephen worked as a welder at Bethlehem steel, 

and at the Heinz factory in Pennsylvania. He was drafted by the U.S. 
Army in 1948, completing his basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky, 
with qualifications as an M1 Marksman, and later stationed in Fort 
Bliss, Texas. Upon completion of his military service, he started his 
main career, and achieved master mechanic in the railroad industry 
in Michigan for New York Central Railroad, Penn Central, and finally 
retiring with Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) in 1985, after 

36 years of service, handling passenger and freight operations in 
Detroit, Ann Arbor and Willow Run, Michigan. 

He also sold life insurance as a part-time job for the Ukrainian 
Fraternal Association for over 40 years, as he loved interacting with 
and getting to know all those in the Ukrainian community through-
out Michigan, Pennsylvania, Illinois (Chicago) and Canada (Windsor 
and Toronto). He also volunteered his time in various capacities 
(weekly bingo, making pierogis, etc.) for St. John Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Detroit and St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church in Ed-
wardsville. 

Stephens's greatest legacy was overcoming all the challenges to 
have a family: due to medical issues, he and his first wife Sophia 
were unable to conceive any children. With only a ninth grade edu-
cation, love in their hearts, and a tremendous work ethic, they were 
able to meet all the challenges, stipulations and personal interviews 
from the Detroit area Catholic Social Services, and were ultimately 
able to adopt four children in the early 1960s, a time when adoption 
was not so common: Stephen Peter, Pearl Mary, Michael Daniel and 
Cheryl Ann. They were all baptized in the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
and attended St. John Ukrainian Catholic School, in Detroit. 

Stephen and Sophia built a brand-new house in 1964 to raise their 
four children, in Dearborn Heights, Michigan. Stephen was very 
proud of his Ukrainian Catholic heritage, spoke and read Ukrainian 
fluently, and wanted his children brought up with knowledge and 
understanding of his heritage. Stephen sang as middle tenor in 
Ukrainian Catholic church for over 70 years. He also loved watching 
early cowboy and western films (some of his favorites included 
John Wayne, Randolph Scott, Robert Taylor, Clint Eastwood, Clint 
Walker and Steve McQueen), professional baseball, college football, 
and his Ukrainian heritage, including all its singing, dancing, cus-
toms and food. 

After the passing of his first wife, Sophia, in 1989, Stephen met 
and married Helen Hollock, also a Ukrainian Catholic, in 1991. They 
moved from Michigan to Pennsylvania in 1993. He loved and cher-
ished his wife Helen very dearly until his death on July 23, 2016, and 
they did everything together, including singing in the St. Vladimir 
Ukrainian Catholic Church choir (where they were parish members), 
traveling and attending many church and Ukrainian heritage func-
tions. They lived in several areas in Pennsylvania, including Moun-
tain Top, Carlisle and lastly, West Pittston. At each of these city 
stops, they created a beautiful, peaceful home life together. 

Stephen was preceded in death by his first wife, Sophia; daugh-
ter, Pearl Mary; and son, Stephen Peter Nazarek. 

He is survived by his wife, Helen Nazarek, of West Pittston; 
daughter, Cheryl Ann Brudzynski, of Westland, Michigan; son, Mi-
chael Daniel Nazarek, of Dearborn, Michigan; grandchildren, Law-
rence Brudzynski, of Westland, Michigan, Carol Brudzynski, of 
Westland, Michigan, Stephen Nazarek, of Garden City, Michigan, 
Melissa Nazarek, of Garden City, Michigan, Christopher Brum-
baugh, of Gull Lake, Michigan, and Danielle Nazarek, of East Lan-
sing, Michigan, as well as great-grandchildren, Amoura Ann, Phoe-
nix and Athena. 

 

+Janet Petruska and Mary +Jane Petruska 
 

It is with extreme sadness that we report the passing unto the 
Lord of sisters, Janet and Mary Jane Petruska, longtime members 
of the Western Pennsylvania Council. They passed recently  with a 
week-10 days of each other, and under circumstances that neither 
knew of the passing of the other. Both had been in a nursing home 
after each had sustained a leg injury.  

 

ETERNAL MEMORY! VIVCHNAYA PAMIAT’! 
 

Eternal Memory to the following members of Niagara 
Frontier Council, who passed away in 2015 to 2017.  

 

+Anna Gach, 
 (December 5, 1915 – May 25, 2015) 
Cherished Daughter of the Late John and 

Anastasia Gach; Loving sister of the late 
Mary, Julia, Irene, John, Michael and Roman; 
Sister-in-law of Phyllis and Rita Gach; also 
survived by Nieces and Nephews. 

Anna was a graduate of Canisius College 
upon graduation she secured teaching posi-

tion for the Buffalo Schools. She was a life member of the Jospeh 
Hriczko post # 6245 and a member of the Ukrainian American Sitch.  

 

+Olga B. Slabyk, (nee Samardak) 
(May 23, 2015) 

of Lackawanna, NY, be-
loved wife of the late 
Stefan; dearest mother of 
Steven (Judith), Markian 
(Donna) and Maria (Carl) 
LaPaglia; grandmother of 
Steven (Emma), John, 
Greg, Andrea (Calvin) 
College, Samantha and 
Alex; great-grandmother 
of Ionna, Ethan and Dylan; daughter of the late Stephen and Olga 
(nee Panasiuk) Samardak; sister of Virginia (late Peter) Makar and 
the late Anna (late Edward) Binkowski, Mary (late John) Sprada and 
Stephen; also survived by nieces and nephews. 

She was a member of Ladies Auxiliary and Hrizko Post. 
 

 +Peter Maxim,  
June 27, 1918 - September 28, 2015 
Son of the late Wasyl and Mary (nee Klym) 

Maxim; brother of the late Helen; Born in 
Corning, known as city of glass. His Father 
worked at railroad, He tried to provide for 
children, and came to Buffalo where there 
was more work, but soon was killed by street 
car. His Mother went through challenging 
times and was unable to provide for children, 

so Peter and his sister Helen became orphans. Thanks be to the 
Lord that the family stepped in. Peter was kind, humble, compas-
sionate… He was praying always,. He was helping those in need… 
He was indeed a saintly person. 

Belonged to Holy Name Society, LUC, Sitch. Member of St. Nich-
olas Church, and it’s choir… Bingo, bazaar, picnic, any church ac-
tivity – he was there. Often donating generously to the church… 
Time and money. 

 

Olga Luniw,  
(January26, 1917 – January 26, 2016) 

Passed away peacefully, in her sleep, on 
her 99th birthday, to join her beloved hus-
band, the late Steven, who predeceased her 
on April 12, 2003. 

Olga was the devoted mother of Deborah 
(Michael) Boron and loving grandmother of 
Nina Rose (Steven Nowak) Kowal, Melanie 
Sarah and Nicholas Steven Boron and soon 
to be born, Great-Grandson in March. 

+John Godzuk, 
(Dec 22, 1930 – January 18, 2016.)  

John Eugene Godzuk, son of 
Stephen Godzuk, and Christine 
Dzun. He was married May 10, 
1959 to Anna Reft, daughter of 
Alex Reft and Maria Lazor. 

John was a unique character 
and a special kind of person. 
He had the natural gift of being 
able to get along with just about anyone of any age. 

He went through a great deal of hardship in his life, the loss of his 
infant daughter (just 7 days old) Mary Christine, his beloved wife 
Ann, and then his son Robert, who was already married to Susan 
and the father of three children: Andrew, Matthew, and Christina. 
Most of us would have struggled to overcome even one of these 
loses in our life, John remained strong. He managed to cope with all 
of these hardships because he never failed to see the cup of life as 
half full instead of half empty.  

John had a way of making everyone feel comfortable. Whether he 
handed you a drink, patted you on the back, told you a joke that 
made you smile, or simply made it clear that he was glad to see you.  

He could lighten the mood of everyone in the room with just a few 
words and gestures. He was also a man who loved his family deeply.  

John always talked about his grandchildren with a twinkle in his 
eye, like the proud grandpa he was for everything they accom-
plished. John was proud of both of his sons and all of their accom-
plishments, and he was always there for his son, Jack, as he jour-
neyed with him through the hardest battle of his life. 

He always put his family first and would do anything to help any-
one out. He was a genuine friend, a loving grandfather, a beloved 
husband, and a wonderful father.  

John was very active in our Ukrainian Community. He was good 
parishioner of this Our Lady of Perpetual Help church, He was in-
volved with the Hriczko VFW Post, Ukrainian American Sitch, 
Ukrainian American Senior Citizens, Holy name Society, and espe-
cially with the League of Ukrainian Catholics. John was always a 
remarkable person to be around, because he knew full well how to 
have a great time with people.  In fact, if you ever attended one of 
the LUC Conventions with John, then you know that his room was 
always designated the “party room” - 720-magic number, the one 
often repeated on our Good Samaritan Ukrainian Radio program, 
that he would always listen. John fed all of us with kindness, laugh-
ter, sincerity, compassion, and a heavy portion of friendship topped 
with love.  

 

Stephanie N. Homen (nee Melnyk) 
(January 22, 2016) 

Beloved wife of the late John; dearest 
mother of Carole (late John) Kirk, Nancy (Ed-
ward) Grogan, Michael (Nancy), Marianne 
(Mark) Hintermeier; also survived by nine 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren; 
daughter of the late Stephen and Mary (nee 
Zajac) Melnyk. She was a member of Ukrain-
ian Senior Citizens, Sitch, and Ladies Guild.  

 

ETERNAL MEMORY! VIVCHNAYA PAMIAT’! 
 

We extend our sympathy  
To the Family and friends!  

May they rest in peace!  



LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS OF AMERICA 
77TH CONVENTION 

 

 
 

On Friday, October 16, 2015 the officers and membership of the 
League of Ukrainian Catholics of America gathered at the Holiday 
Inn, Lansdale, PA to begin a week end of business and fellowship. 

The National Board and delegates met Friday afternoon to review 
the work of the organization, its Councils and Chapters.  Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka participated in the meeting and provided his obser-
vations of the proceedings.  He stated that he was impressed by the 
growth of the organization and supported the efforts made by the 
group to grow.  He also expressed his desire to work with the mem-
bership as they focused on renewal and working through the Vi-
brant Parish program to encourage the faithful to become more ac-
tively involved in their local parishes.  

Friday evening found the group enjoying the Welcome party 
themed “Gypsy Jazz Night”, with the arrival of a number of local 
‘gypsies’. After enjoying a wonderful buffet dinner, the group was 
entertained by Inessa Tymochka and her gypsy violin and the jazz 
music of Kronos . 

The convention committee had planned a mobile workshop that 
would take the group to Philadelphia center City. In keeping with the 
theme “Honoring our Past and building our Future”, the tour’s first 
stop was at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception where we 
were met by Fr. Walter Pasicznyk who began his tour / explanation 
at the main doors of the Cathedral and invited everyone into the 
church for a detailed explanation of the interior, the Shroud of Turin 
and relics held in honor in the Cathedral.  The group was then led to 
the Crypt beneath the main altar for the celebration of Panachyda 
for the deceased Hierarchy and members of the League.  The group 
then went on to the Byzantine store for some purchases, followed 
by their box lunch served in the cafeteria. 

Back on the bus the group traveled to the Church of the Gesu, a 
Jesuit church, the oldest church in the City.  We were met by mem-
bers of the faculty who provided history of the founding of the 
church and the establishment of the Catholic Church in Philadel-
phia.   

Our final stop on our Mobile workshop was the Church of St. Peter 
and the Shrine of St. John Neumann. The group was given a brief 
biography of St. John Neumann and were then invited to visit the 
original burial site and the marble step on which St. John Neumann 
passed away on while returning to his home. 

The members that participated in the tour were grateful for the 
chance to view our Cathedral and learn about its interior as well as 

learning about the growth of the Catholic community in Philadel-
phia. One member remarked “ this trip was an educational and spir-
itual “ experience for her and her family. 

 

HONORING OUR PAST IN PRAYER 
 

Saturday morning found the members of the League Of Ukrainian 
Catholics of America eager to board the bus for the “Mobile Work-
shop” which was a trip to Philadelphia Center City and a visit to our 
Archeparchial Cathedral to “Honor Our Past”. 

After a time listening to Fr. Walter Pasicznyk give information 
about the interior of our Cathedral, the group was led to the burial 
crypt beneath the main altar where our first Bishop Sotor Ortynsky 
along with the founder of the League, Archbishop Ambrose Sen-
yshyn and Archbishop Bohachevsky are entured. 

Metropolitan Stefan Sorka along with Fr. Marijan Procyk, National 
Board Spiritual Director, led the group in prayer while the responses 
were led by Fr. Daniel Troyan and all participants.  

The members were awed by the simplicity and serenity of the 
crypt. 

 

GROWING OUR MEMBRSHIP  
 

 
 

Over the past year, the National Board of the League of Ukrainian 
has made it it’s goal to renew and regrow the LUC in relation with 
the “Vibrant Parish Program”. 

Making visitations to several parishes, new Councils and Chap-
ters have been begun in areas of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 
Presentations were made to parishioners following the Saturday 
and/or Sunday Divine Liturgies on the history of the League and its 
purposes which follow the outline of Patriarch Sviatoslav’s Vibrant 
Parish Program – a Place to Encounter Christ.  

The St. John Paul II Council located in the Lehigh and Delaware 
Valley and Philadelphia area was inaugurated in 2014 and took the 
lead to begin organization of the 2015 National Convention Commit-
tee.  Two Chapters have grown out of this Council – St. John Chap-
ter, Northampton, PA and Holy Ghost Chapter, West Easton, PA.  

A presentation was made to parishioners at St. Nicholas parish, 
Passaic, NJ and a group was formed which is eager to work to pro-
mote the VPP….. 

To formally recognize these newly formed groups, each were pre-
sented with Charters, issued by Archbishop Stefan Soroka and the 
National Board, during the closing event of the National Convention, 
making their association with the League official.  

 

Hope to see you all at 78th Annual National Convention  
League of Ukrainian Catholics - October 6,7 and 8 2017 

 

LEAGUE OF UKRAINIAN CATHOLICS,  
STUDENTS OF ST. NICHOLAS AND PARISHIONERS 

HONOR LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT  
DURING NATIONAL POLICE WEEK. 

 

On Thursday, May 19, 2016 a special program was presented at 
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic parish to honor local Law Enforce-
ment officers during National Police Week. 

This program grew out of a 
proposal to the membership of 
the League of Ukrainian Catho-
lics to reach out into the local 
parish communities and give 
honor to the police in their area.  
Under our Churches “Vibrant 
Parish” program, we are urged 
to go out into the community to 
serve one’s neighbor doing 
charitable acts.  

As the students filed into 
Church, the members of Law 
Enforcement that accepted the 
invitation from Sr. Eliane 
Ilnitski, SSMI Principal and the 
League of Ukrainian Catholics 
took their place of honor at the 
front of the Iconastasis.  The St. 
Nicholas Chapter of the League 
of Ukrainian Catholics mem-
bers, the students of St. Nicho-
las school, with preparation and 
direction by Sr. Eliane Ilnitski, 
SSMI, Principal greeted nine 
members of Law Enforcement 
from the County of Passaic 
Sheriff’s Department, City of 
Passaic and City of Clifton and State and local PBA. These men were 
both active duty and retired officers.  

Sr. Eliane in her opening remarks noted that this is a special week 
when we honor Law Enforcement; “in today’s world many people 
pay attention to the mistakes that are made and its fast media atten-
tion.” As she addressed the Police, she noted “all the good, your 
dedication, your sacrifices and risks that you take to save someone 
else is hardly ever seen or appreciated”; “Today we want to express 
our gratitude for your service and to humbly say Thank You.” 

Those gathered along with the children, recited the pledge of al-
legiance and sang the American and Ukrainian National anthems’. 
Sr. Eliane then introduced Marion C. Hrubec, President of the 
League of Ukrainian Catholics for her address.  Marion noted that 
when she approached Fr. Andriy Dudkevych, pastor about prepar-
ing such a program as part of our “Vibrant Parish” activity, he was 
in agreement and suggested that we involve the parish and the stu-
dents.  Marion remarked “we have always been taught that Police 
officers are regarded as our friend, someone to trust, someone to 
respect, the ‘go to person’ for help and that is the reason we are 
here today, to reinforce this to the children and the community and 
to relay to you, the Police, that your work and sacrifice in the com-
munity is recognized, for which we are grateful”. Marion then intro-
duced each officer by rank and department along with the members 
of the parish who serve and have served in Law Enforcement. Their 
children, grandchildren and relatives attend our parish school. 

The program continued with the children doing their presentation. 
Madeline Karlicki read a selection entitled “A Cop Has a Calling”.   
Sr. Eliane stated “we know and can imagine the danger that each 
one of you encounter daily. When you leave home, you and your 
loved ones pray for your safety, your family is not relaxed until they 
see you returning home and saying Hi!” I invite our students to rise 
and say a prayer asking God’s protection for you and your col-
leagues.  

As St. Michael the Archangel 
is the Patron of Police, in appre-
ciation, the Police were gifted 
with an Icon of St. Michael the 
Archangel.  Victoria Skala was 
given the opportunity to present 
her father, Retired Detective Mi-
chael Skala of the Passaic 
County’s Sheriff’s department, 
with his Icon. She said that “I am 
your little girl and I am proud of 
you” and she thanked him for 
his service, dedication and 
commitment and asked God to 
reward and bless him, her hero. 

Fr. Andriy Dudkevych came 
forward for his closing remarks. 
He said that as we gather here to 
honor our Law Enforcement of-
ficers, let us reflect on the Beat-
itudes, especially the last few:  
“Blessed are the peacemakers – 
our Law Enforcement Officers – 
who go out and make peace 
among the people.  As St. John 
Chrysostom says, they bring to-
gether others who are fighting, 
who are hurting; they bring to-

gether things divided and reconcile them.  Blessed are those who 
are persecuted… Blessed are you when men revile you and perse-
cute you…” 

In this year of Mercy, we hear the words of Christ – for in fact He 
says, “Those who mourn will be comforted and those who show 
mercy will receive mercy, and those pure in heart will see God, and 
the peacemakers will be called sons of God.” 

We understand the difficulties each of you face as you work to 
protect us and we pray and ask St. Michael the Archangel, the pa-
tron Saint of Police to be with each of you daily during your shift 
and as you return home to spend time with your families. 

Fr. Andriy further remarked “I am honored to address you and 
Thank you for your dedication as Law Enforcement personnel to the 
people of Passaic, Clifton and the County. Yours is a dangerous job 
yet a fulfilling one, a vocation of love of human kind. We recognize 
that you put yourselves in the path of danger daily, you protect us, 
you are available to us in good times and in difficult times and for 
that, we as a parish community are grateful. It is necessary that we 
recognize the work you do and we pray for your courage and 
safety.” “I am happy to acknowledge St. Nicholas parishioners and 
graduates who have made the commitment to service as Police Of-
ficers and I congratulate and thank them. We also remember Officer 
+John P. Skala, a member of the parish who perished on September 
11.”  All were asked to rise for a moment of silence as we remem-
bered the deceased.  Eternal Memory. 

 
Back Row: L to R: Passaic PBA officer Mauro Farallo; Passaic Det. 
Daniel Cohen; Clifton PBA delegate Officer Michael Adamo; Passaic 
SRO Officer Callahan; Commander of School Resources Unit Lt. Dan-
iel Sienkiewicz. 
Middle row:  Rev. A. Dudkevych, Mrs. Irene Lesiw, SRO Officer Mar-
tinez, Passaic Deputy Chief Capuana, Clifton Captain Christopher Sta-
bile, Passaic County Sheriff Executive Captain Tim Quinzer, Retired 
Passaic Lt. Bartolo Giacona (grandfather of Augustus and Madeline 
Karlicki), Helen Fedoriw, LUC VP; Retired Passaic County Sheriff De-
tective Michael Skala. 
Front Row:  Marion C. Hrubec, LUC President; Tetiana Zurawski; Au-
gustus Karlicki; Madeline Karlicki; Victoria Skala; Johnny Hernandez; 
Sr. Eliane Ilnitski, SSMI, Principal. 
 



 
 

Following the program, the Police were invited to refreshments of 
coffee and ‘donuts’.  The officers were thrilled to have received the 
Icons and requests have come from the three departments for addi-
tional Icons for other officers. 

 

 
Moment of Silence in remembrance of John P. Skala 

and fallen officers… 
 

 
Victoria Skala addressing her dad Ret. Detective Michael Skala 

 

CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED, HE IS RISEN! 
 

ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 
 

KHRYSTOS VOSKRES! VOISTYNU VOSKRES! 

   
 Marion C. Hrubec Fr. A. Dudkevych presenting to 
 addressing Exec. Captain Tim Quinszer,  
 the Police officers. Passaic County Sheriff’s office. 

 

   
 Helen Fedoriw presenting to  Johnny Hernandez presenting 
 Captain Christopher Stabile Icon to Commander of Schools Re- 
 – City of Clifton sources Unit, Lt. Daniel Sienkiewicz 
   

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

78th Annual National Convention  
League of Ukrainian Catholics 

 

October 6,7 and 8 2017 
 

Hosted by the North Anthracite Council 
Genetti Best Western Hotel and  

Convention Center, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
Theme - "Diakonia:  

Serving One's Neighbor - Serving Christ" 
 

CoChairpersons –  
Dorothy Jamula and Janina Everett 

 

Details of the 3Day Event are forthcoming 

Pascha, the Great Day: How did you prepare for it? 
 

 
 

For all Christians the day of the Resurrection is the Great Day.  We 
prepare in many ways for this Day; this celebration. As Ukrainians 
we have many traditions; we tidy our homes, we write pysanky, we 
bake paska breads. But how many of us prepare our spirit and our 
soul for the Great Day? 

On March 31, April 1 and 2, 2017, the League of Ukrainian Catho-
lics once again sponsored an opportunity for us to ‘tidy up’ our 
souls and renew our spirits during their Lenten Retreat in serene, 
bucolic Sloatsburg, NY.      

This year the League was privileged to have Archimandrite 
George Appleyard as retreat master; his theme, “The Exodus – Then 
and Now”. With the beginning of Holy Week the Vespers readings 
are taken from the Old Testament books of Exodus and Job.  Exo-
dus is the story of Israel’s liberation from Egyptian slavery, of their 
Passover. It prepares us for the understanding of Christ’s exodus to 
His Father, of His fulfillment of the whole history of salvation. 

Archimandrite Appleyard took the retreatants through the read-
ings from the Book of Exodus and explored the lessons found there 
and their applications to us today. Most intriguing was a review of 
the Ten Commandments; a topic that for many may not have been 
revisited since our childhood catechism days.  Like all of the con-
ferences that weekend, it sparked lively and enlightening discus-
sions well into the evening.   

One of the many rewards of being a retreat participant is the op-
portunity to question, to explore, and to discuss the information pre-
sented with the retreat master and fellow faithful, and to better un-
derstand our faith beliefs and traditions.  The majority of retreatants 
have attended annually for decades.  For the newer guests the ex-
perience has been unforgettable and deeply moving.   So much so, 
that in the subsequent year they have brought along family mem-
bers and even friends not of the Eastern Catholic Rite to share in 
the experience.  

 “In addition to prayers, catechesis, and the reception of Myster-
ies, we enjoyed fellowship over delicious food served by the lovely 
Sister Servants of Mary Immaculate who open their beautiful retreat 
house doors to us warmly each year.  It’s not an exaggeration to say 
that as I drove up the long lane past the grotto, I could feel myself 
relax.  In a strange way, even after only two years of attending these 
retreats, opening the side door into the retreat house somehow feels 
like I am going “home”  … a place warm, familiar and filled with the 
best people imaginable.   I plan to return every year.” 

The desire to share a deeper understanding of our Lord and Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ and God’s love for us is innate in our being. Daily 

we are bombarded by media reports of the tragedies brought about 
by those who have abandoned all faith in God.  The flood of infor-
mation is relentless.  Rarely do we take the time to ‘retreat’ from the 
noise and confusion and to renew and refresh our spirit and our 
soul. 

For over 40 years, the League of Ukrainian Catholics has spon-
sored such a ‘retreat’ during the Great Fast at St. Mary’s Villa Retreat 
Center, on the grounds of the provincial home of the Sisters Serv-
ants of Mary Immaculate.  Retreatants are invited to ascend this 
tranquil mountain location in Sloatsburg, NY, to a place of peace, 
prayer, and reflection far from the haste of weekday life.  Sadly, few 
individuals, proportionate to our entire metropolitan Ukrainian Cath-
olic diaspora choose to take advantage of this golden opportunity. 
In addition to the conferences, retreatants avail themselves of the 
opportunities for prayer, mediation, confession, and reception of 
the Eucharist; all in preparation for the Pascha.  And perhaps an 
equally important opportunity for fellowship with friends – old and 
new.    

Even now plans are underway for next year’s Retreat weekend. 
All are invited resolve to take the time – that all too brief time – to 
step away from their everyday lives and to prepare their spirit and 
their soul for the Great Day.   

(Contributed by Helen Fedoriw, LUC National Vice President) 
 

 
LUC-ers from St. John the Baptist Northampton Parish 

 

       
 

       


